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DECEMBER 24, 2017

HEART OF THE WORLD LIII
Tomorrow is Christmas. It has come upon us very quickly this year.
I guess it seems that way every year, but this year since Dec. 25th falls on
a Monday, we lose a whole week of Advent. We abruptly go from the 4th
Sunday of Advent to Christmas Eve inside of the same day. Here at St.
Francis, it is especially abrupt as we practically have Masses crashing
into each other. It is easy to lose focus.
In our first reading today, we hear how King David, filled with a
spirit of gratitude and generosity has the inspiration to build a beautiful
Temple for God. A Temple so that He can be worshiped appropriately
and His people have someplace to go to give Him thanks and praise, ask
forgiveness, and express their love.
Through Nathan the prophet, God responds to David in a most
extraordinary way. He tells him 1) Good thought David, and I appreciate
your magnanimity, but 2) who do you think it was that made you who
you are—mind the hubris! 3) I am so proud of you, I will make you more
renowned than if you build me a house. I am making you the forebear of
the Messiah. He will be your son and mine. It is He who will build me a
house. Not merely of stone and wood, but flesh. He will be not
someplace, but someone for my children to come to and to give thanks
and praise, ask forgiveness, and express their love. This will not be only
for Jews, but ALL my children.

Just as epic as this blessing of God is David’s response:
“Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, “Who
am I, Lord GOD, and who are the members of my house, that you have
brought me to this point? Yet even this you see as too little, Lord GOD;
you have also spoken of the house of your servant for a long time to
come: this too you have shown to man, Lord GOD! What more can David
say to you? You know your servant, Lord GOD! For your servant’s sake
and as you have had at heart, you have brought about this entire
magnificent disclosure to your servant.” (2 Samuel 7:18 – 21)

His full response runs all the way through to the end of
chapter 7. It is full of wonder, gratitude, and (appropriate) pride.
Pride because he was not honoring himself, but because God was
honoring him. We see this same thing in the interaction of Mary
and her cousin Elizabeth in Luke 1:39 – 55. Elizabeth says (like
David) “And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?” (Lk 1:43) Mary responds (like David)
with her great Magnificat. (Lk 1:46 – 55)
How will you receive Christ at Christmas? How will you
receive Him in Holy Communion? Will you be full of wonder,
gratitude, and pride, because He has done great things for you?
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STEWARDSHIP OF PRAYER
~ ST. FRANCIS XAVIER ~
Saturday
Dec 23
8:30 AM
Eleanor Watt
4:00 PM
Christopher King
Sunday
Dec 24
9 AM
Dcn & Mrs. Manuel Camara
11 AM
Al Makkay
1 PM
LATIN
3 PM
SPANISH
5 PM
ENGLISH
7 PM
PORTUGUESE
12 PM
MIDNIGHT - ENGLISH
Monday: CHRISTMAS DAY
7:00 AM
LATIN
9:00 AM
ENGLISH
11:00 AM
ENGLISH
Tuesday:
Dec 26
8:30 AM
DeShay Ray Anna Day
Wednesday:
Dec 27
8:30 AM
Peter G. Beaulieu
Thursday
Dec 28
8:30 AM
Larry Timony
Friday
Dec 29
8:30 PM
Special Intention
Saturday
Dec 30
8:30 AM
Dominic & Grace Rinaldi
4:00 PM
Jean & Jack Manoog
Sunday
Dec 31
9 AM
Members of the Parish
11AM
Daniel & Jeannette
Birmingham
1 PM
Judith D’Agostino
~ SACRED HEART CHAPEL ~
Saturday
4 PM
Sunday
8 AM

Dec 23
Deborah Bellis

8 AM

Dec 24
Members of the Parish
CHRISTMAS EVE
ENGLISH
CHRISTMAS DAY
ENGLISH

Saturday
4 PM
Sunday
8 AM

Dec 30
Joseph Paul Keohane
Dec 31
William Johnson

4 PM
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
SACRED HEART CHAPEL
5 PM
7 PM
12 PM

CHRISTMAS EVE
ENGLISH
PORTUGUESE
MIDNIGHT - ENGLISH

7 AM
9 AM
11 AM

CHRISTMAS DAY
LATIN
ENGLISH
ENGLISH

4 PM

CHRISTMAS EVE
ENGLISH

8 AM

CHRISTMAS DAY
ENGLISH

A SERVICE OF ‘LESSONS AND CAROLS’ WILL TAKE PLACE AT 11:15 PM BEFORE MIDNIGHT MASS.

We are grateful to all who contributed and help render our sanctuaries beautiful for the
Advent and Christmas Seasons. May the souls of all our departed family and friends rest in peace.
Rose Bouchard, Jackie & Porky
Richard brunell
The Burke & Olszowy Families
Herb & terry burroughs
Deacon & MRS. manuel camara

The carey family
José & Adelaide Carvalho
Dr. yong min chi
LaWRENCE Cleveland
Dr. gilbert Connelly
Thomas and mary connelly
Kerin copparini
Alan f. daly
Deacon dick & peggy dresser
Galkowski & Grantham Familes
Louise and William t godfrey
Rita guadagnoli
Joseph & dalia janiunas
Nellie kenyon

SANCTUARY LAMP
The Sanctuary Lamp is lit this week in
honor of:

Nancy Aldi
DECEMBER 24, 2017 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Kent luther
BARBARA MARKlEY
Ida and Inez Martinelli
RESIDENTS of mayflower place
DAN MAZZOLA
Carl and Eloise mc keon
ANNA & VINCENT MECCHI
Vinny mecchi
Eugenia medeiros
John J. Miller
Angela & Mozart P. Moniz, Sr.
Russell john moniz
Hugh G. O’Neill, Jr
Maria alice pacheco
Henrique & maria pavao
Christopher Reimer
Gregory smith
Anna Stefanski
Helen and walter white, sr.

COLLECTIONS
St. Francis Xavier Church
Sacred Heart Chapel
December 17, 2017 - 6,439
St. Vincent DePaul - $ 1,516
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

PAGE 4

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, HYANNIS, MA
Christmas 2017
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Peace to you. This is my 4th Christmas here. Does it seem like it? Time
moves so quickly. This past year has been one of great Grace. In addition to
observing the 100th Anniversary of our Blessed Mother’s apparitions to the Lucia,
Jacintha, and Francisco at Fatima, we have had opportunity to recognize how blessed
we are.
Earthquakes, hurricanes Maria, Jose, Harvey, and Irma, genocide and terrorist
attacks, wild fires, and countless other less general tragedies have rocked our country
and the world this past year. It has been a time for us to share with our brothers and
sisters that have been effected by these events. Tragedy seems to bring out what is
very best in our spirit.
As we head into a new year, it would be a good resolution to make an effort to
extend the same kind of instinct of charity that is natural to us in general disasters
toward those among us that are experiencing their own particular one. The closer
we are to a situation, the easier it is for us to see their mistakes, or even sins or
crimes that may have been a contributing factor to the crisis. ‘Well, if he would just
stop smoking, he would not have set that fire when he fell asleep with a lit cigarette.’
‘If she wasn’t texting, she would not have driven off the road,’ etc.
Charity begins at home and extends outward. The closer to the very locus of
the situation, the more impact it has. That is also why it is harder for us, because
being up close, we see the messiness and judge fault instead of mobilize to problem
solve. It is wonderful that we are so generous for major disasters and tragedies, but
the early Christians were noted for their love of each other.
Above all, let your love for one another be intense, because love covers
a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining.
As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good
stewards of God's varied grace. (1 Pt 4:8-10)
It is also easy for us to question our Faith in the wake of events like these.
Where was/is God? Why doesn’t He do something? Well, what if He is waiting on
you? It is not like He is above getting His hands dirty. He understands quite well
what it is like. In fact, when Christ first came among us it was in difficult
circumstances, to put it mildly. A ‘crisis’ pregnancy. A King without a home.
Unwelcome and turned out. He understands quite well.
May you have a merry Christmas and New Year, fully cognizant of God’s
generosity to you and forming a resolve to give back by cooperating with Him in
2018 by reaching out to others without judging. The opportunities are manifold.
In Christ,
Fr. Michael
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